Roots of The Maéhine
seen in outlawed f 'NE

The clandestine campus
p-:l.llei‘ arganlzation  called
The Machine has Is reols in
an older, eoce national,
Iraterelty which had the same
goal a3 B8 object — the gals
of political pewer for ils own
pake,

Theta Nu Epsilon, or TNE,
war [ounded al Wesleyan
University In 1870, Js history
is clouded, since ot leasl some
of s chaplers appear Lo have
been legitimale, while others
served only ms fronts for
secrel poiilical erganlzations,

It was In the second case
fhal TNE maspoeraded a5 o
. dricking [raternity which ac.
cepled members  from
establithed social fraternities
The " real  purpose . of - he

chapters was o galn patitical
contrel on thelr eampuzes.
The nest step In the grand
plan of TRE was, aller secur-
irg campey politks, lo move

irto state, and then natbonal, =

gevernment. “We used (o joke
that, while we were holding
our metti=gy In gome Iraternd-
by basemenl, there muzl be
anather ore going o the base.
ment of the Capliol,” said a
former rotmber of Lhe hu.
RrEAR.

THE was urmt:LaI duriag
the middle 13009, hewever, and
came ints general disrepute an
& reselt of lovestigations by
the Nalioral Irteriraternity
Council, As a result It was
outlawed on many college
CAMTPULEL,

Tr-n-.,'h the fermal national
organteatien of TNE withered
away under ‘the pressure,
political z2ctivism of the I
dividual chapters eoetinsed a3
many went undergrocnd,

As many a3 & cnacthosed
chaplers have been Mentified,
while others doubiizzs kept
their secrecy intaes

The exrly days ¢f TNE were
poll withoad kumor, bomever,
A dear of e Usiversity of
IMireds once doclared thal
"There seems fo be little
doubd thal in the earlier days,
THE was promeled by
unscrupulovs jeweky
salesmen whe secured badged
frem small, urknewn mange
Eacturers of Irateraity jewels

i "'1"' gbvious that TNE
an mé‘l} :lr'l_h yex, &3 on this

H'ﬂ h.'|'| 2 mame
iﬂ'-" enderground,
ﬂ.l: e il look ihe porme

Mar}rw similar
ﬂ‘;inmlhm al the University
of Nerth Dokela and (he
Urnivertily Virginia have
been  unmabked this  year
urder the mameéi “The [roa
Mask™ and “The Society of
the Yellow Rose.”

[THE &l the University of
Alabarms, though it has gone
under {he nagnes The Mackise,
The Groop and The Saciety of
Friesdi, hs  eonlinced o
opcrale ender the cid TRE
coestitution wrd rikcals sknce
i arrival in the 1530

The documents and rechrds
of the local group ane mew' in
the hands of Soodt Nabars, the
currend pocadderd,

The imitin*wn ritval peads
mueh Lke Taal of any other
Greex  erganlealica, with
elaborate ard llewery
speeches imvolied in S 8l
lunl initalion, stll followed by
The Machiod,

The shield of e organiza-
lion is a skull one eye rod and
ohe preen, with crossed keys
bebow,

Various cutsems are obderys
ed at the meetings, Ore is that
membecs hald heic beer in
their left khond so that (ke
right will rentale warm and
ready dor shaking

Though in the rilual
fiembers are called
“Nultogegl,™ Mocal membera
call each olher “Malacheeke™
Initiates are called
Yipophytes."”

The Mackine here har e
ured bwe reaor crises, oce in
T, the other in 1851

Ia 1! Machle mem-
bersklp wis composed almost
eqaally of fraternity and in-
dependend repressniatives, A
quarrel bebweea  the Iwo
groups arcse by Aprl of that
year when the indeperdanila
became dizzatisfied ever the
mumber ol prime
polntments gofng s members
of the big Iratarmities.

The Indepesdants wilhdoew
asd The Mochine was sup-

divsslved. However,
mum.'m immadiniely
formied & new. Mechkine and
continued le function.

The Independast faction re-
Lained socse of s organlzation
for & few years, givirg sireeg
cppositien to The Mackine, ot
when the strong membern
praduaied, the [ndependant
group folied,

In 1981 the Crimsor - While
exposed the laner working of
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The Machine for the first time
in public.

Theugh the .organizalion

stumbled for a time and lost,

through &

series . of

circumstances, its leverage in
campus politics, the urgamzlv
tion itsell remained.

Although it has not regained
its  pre-1951
Machine has made

The
can-

pawer,

siderable gains, especially in
the [ast two vears, and now
has unquestioned promincnee
over the less formalized. elee-

fion - time

- anly palilical

struclures on campus.




