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By BILL CROWE
Crimsen-White Editor

phighly seeref, clase - knit political machine, tem:

arily dismanlled by, Crimsgan - While editorial al-
ek in 1961, has again galned subsiantial control of
afent politics on this compus.

commanly known as “The Machine,” the tightly
. 8ll - Greek organization has had ene of ils mem-
we &8 president of the ; student  Government
papclation for the pa'st two years and has n member

@ a2 announced nominee for each of the thrree ma-
pr SGA posls this year,

THE MACHINE, - also  variously | called  “The
froap’” and “The Soclely of Friends,” s made up of
werel representatives 17om 11 of the most politically
wweriol social fraternities on campus
goceal fraternily.

E commands a stralzht block of over 1000 votes
broagh the memBerships of s associated
ternitics.

JRalso strongly influences the votes of a% least 1000
pre through sorcrilies and independents, though
E:v‘n: not directly connecled with The Machine,
Thic makes election of a Machine candidate 'prag-
fealy assured unless internal squabbling splits The
ekine vole, Voler turnoul in an SGA election has
wier been more than 4000,

The Machine can ‘alio draw as much as §I00D
frazciolly for major races [rom among its member
gosrnities.

MOUG, 1TS membership includes some of the
et - n ames and leaders on campus, officers
i 72¢ 'Machiae and some of its more Inflcential
ciers are complelely oul of formal student
mernment and are not generally supposed 1o have
py connections with campus polilles. .

ke existing Machine is descendant frem a
pitically molivated fraternily since eutlawed on
nr.'_f college camposes, Theta Nu Epsilon, which
ad il

i ke 19308, and possibly as long ago as 1917,
Fellowing an internal break-up of TNE here in
3, the organization was soon re - formed and con-
fged 10 operate up fo 1950 as The Group, when
(rangon = White Edilor Jo Anne Singley exposed the
wjaaization in a fronl - page edilorial. A
At the lime of that editorial, it had been four vears
toce all theee top SGA posts had been contested in n
ingle election, . ;
Mter 1961, tke power of The Machire was ap-
Reeelly breken. Asti-Machine candidales won for
weral years. Bul The Machine kepls ils organiza.
Geal slructure and bulll back into power., Zach
Biggs, SGA president two years ago, was the last of -
B ron - Machine SGA presidents.

BOW PRESIDENT of The Machine is_ Scoil
s, & Sigmna Nu, best known a3 speaker of last
g‘: SGA Heuse who was dismissed from (he
laflure after having missed over the quala of
eences, i 1
¢ office of secrelary = treasurer, the enly other

S0, a member of Delta Chl fraternity.

Active membership of The Machine now tolals 20,
¥ilh three delegates representing mosliof ‘the
bember fralecnities. Names of the members, both
kve and some of the inaclive, are found in & boxed
bting on this page. T
Thita T, r:rn!usinnnl engineering fralernity, ia
ﬁtunlj- Machine erganization not a sacial fraternity.

¥ii brought ints The Machine n 1966 (o provide
ickizie power in the College of Engineering, the on.
E‘}n:-.-r.-rsity division with few Greeks in its student

¥ :

Though it draws substantial financial suppart for

H ileal campaipns which it engineers, The
~2ihine lakes only 5 dues from Hs members —
A3l enough lo have beer at the meelings” ac-
=rding to cne member.

THE AVOWED purpose of The Machine Is to galn
msP“!lt' pelitical contral of campus politics, The old
BE meant to bring this control up through lis
:Lﬂl;lled merbers to state, and then patianal,
e1,
Tie Machine had galred almost complele control in
Bepie . 1061 years, It has restored itsell to power in
By areas since,
¢ Machine has no polilical philosophy as such,
fding 1o one inside source, decisions as to
l5"""‘_'1-'-‘ candidates are determined solely by *“who
win." Machize slates are declded nol by a set
erem, bul by the individual prefecences of The

Sac ménbershiy

F- :
mﬂwﬂ, &5 :-Ifi:'lly in recent years, the compasite
¥ Gese individia) preferences has beea:markedly
2 dervative in Lorms of campus politics,

"HOUGH CONTROL by The Machine Is rot now
LT reaching as in pre - 1941 years, whken the
tion's slate included each seat in the SGA
lure and other minor offices, according to
merlo the Crimson - While The Machine
v probably a little stronger than in 1961" in fts
e rganization. il
He ‘credited the mew “toughness” fo rebullding
The Machine has had to ﬁ,ﬂ through, and the
[ 5 opposition Il bas seen in recenl SGA elec-

'ﬂ‘{j!mt days" of often - uncontested elections, he
' Sthey didn’l even have Lo camjul n, Now they
they have a fight on their hands. They.have (o
h}l"-ﬂﬂller al seeing people, having a prelty cam-
F- poster,"

MACHINE

one pro-

—Secret group exposed—

HAGHINE CONTROL ‘SUBSTANTIAL™
NOW IN CAMPUS POLITICAL AFFAIRS

MOST MEETINGS of The Machine are on Sunday
rights at 1L p.m. The clandestine meetings are held
almest every week while school ks In sesslon, with
more unseheduled meelings coming during the elec-
Uon campalgn period.

Most of the secrel sessions are held in the
basernenls ef member fraternities or at other pre -
selecled sites. This year they have been hold at the
fraternily houses of Kappa Sigma, Phi Gamma
Dreltn, Delta Koppa Epsilan and Sigma Nu,

The Machine makes up its slate of formally en-
dorsed candidntes soon Bfler the starl of the second
semester each year.

This year, final selection of candidates came on
the regular Surday night meeting follow Ing registra-
tion — nine weeks belore SGA elections,

' ACCORDING TO inside sources, a struggle for

Machine backing for SGA president this year came
between J. R. Brooks, a member of Beth Thela Pi

(and | execulive “assistanl “lo SGA President Don

Siegelman, and Joe Espy, a member
Sigma_ and the SGA Senate . S
Siegelman allempted to tuth Machine backing to

s beginnings on this campus at least as early”

| post in The Machine, is held by John Har- .

Brooks, but rank and file members thought Brooks
toa liberal, and that Espy weould be n steenger vale -
getter, espectally amang I-"ﬁl'l'--'- .

Final backing went 1o Espy althouzh the Beta and

. Deke delegations were unhappy over (he slieation

This spilled over into the vice presidentlal race
amang the Machine, where another Bela, Bill
Moody, was pitted against Paul Clark, @ mere con-
servative member of the Sennte and mediber of Kap-
pa Alpha, o

Again, & majority favered Clark's more comn.
servalive politics and clean - cup ku:lkJ a “beller
image.”" A minor splil came as the Pelas and Dekes
put their final support behind Meady, |

This was allowed by The Macalne since there was
no serious non - Machine mmprl:iw: for vice presis
dent. Moody was sllowed (o Fun “on hig oun ™

For secrelary - (reasurer, no.one réceived The
Machine red, allheugh a Machiniimember, Newman
Strawhridge, declared ke would He in the race. The
Machine declded simply not fo un anyone against
Strawhridge, l ;

The chjection here was again betause of the liberal

views held. as was the case with Brooks and Meody,

Bul, accerding to a source frem within Tha
Machine, “No malter hew dislasteful New man may
b 10 them, thes'll end up supparting i, They don't
hive & cholce — he's a Greek (# Nappa Alpha) and
Williams iMike, Strawbridge's cpposition in the
Fenezal election) bs an independen

The secrelity - Ireasurer race remains clouded,
hawever, since Fape has sinee promised sunporl for
Willkams, outside The Mackine, because of his mara
conservative stands,

THE MAJOR SGA posts are sol the extent of
Machine control. howeves,

Aceording 10 one source, The Machine has placed
men  under s control as officers of the
Interfraternily Council far st Jeast the last threa
years. The imenediale past - presidens, Richasd
MeGH, a Bela, is a veting member of The Machine.

An altempl §s also made to control sciool efficers,
although there s oo direct political power .gained
from such cffices. One inside s2urce szid the odfices -
are wanted “just far the prestize of il. They irv to
uﬁnﬁwr:— amvwhere they can find iL™ 3

With the exceplion of (kis past vea
AN, i year, T
&.gchmc_ has been able to control a majoriy of IR:
SGA legislature from among its member fratarniiles
:;ﬁ h.“-‘w *:155.“ although e formal lsting of
slachine candidztes 5 mow fraw '
legislature, Gravn vp for the

THOUGH THE situation varles from feat
fraternity, many rank and file members of Machine
:‘Eme_. ics know next to nothing of the workings of
ﬂt;;;z? erganization, and many konestly deny i1a

Fraternity delegates 1o The Machine are chosen by
their predecessocs, subject to approval of Macking
membership, The mambershi p ol Maching
fraternities have no  voice in  their Maching
delegates, and the delegates act en an indiv ke
basis oace selected,

Tapped by their fraternily’s previous members,
the "necphytes™ are chosen Becauss of helr promise
84 {ulure paliticians and potentizl vole - gelters,
Mombership in The Machine uwsually remains
permarent y

I.Hm already « Strong campus politician Is seldom in»
vited to joiz The Machine, unless his pessenal power
i m threat to Mackine power. If Mackine - backed
candidates nre not alreadv membors of Tha
Machine, it rarely bothers to bring them in, eves If
they are members of a Machine frzternity

ernity 1o

FERHAPS THE major reason for the Machine's
being, culside of the gaining of raw pativical pouir,
Is Its ability to distribute political appoiatments
gace it has 115 man in oflice

The appoiniments theoretically
fralernitics back for thelr voie
appaintments — chairman of I
to the big housas and meneyv r rs. Lesser ap.
poiniments g0 lo the smali kuuses and to Lo
dependents — “Jusl lo keop them happy and keep
things laoking right,' sald one inside sauree

The appointment system s aleo vied In grooming
selected Mackine members for future office. pivie £
them a list of “credits™ for use in fufure campaigns.

Alio a factor is the “prestige” desized by Maching
fraternities — being able 1o say one of their men was
last year's chairman of Bama Dav, o7 seme such
choice appeintive position

Tre Machine has, however, only the “lovalty™ af+’
the man il put in olfize 13 insore that the ap-
paintments will ke ferthoomisg Particulasly in the
admiristration of Halph Knawles, appeintments vent
indiserimiaateély o a aumier ¢f nin - Greeks. This
caused more tl'!:!n a Jitle grumbling from Tha
Mhachine, .

THE MACHINE employs "open meclings™ lo get
independants and girls in oa s side of the campaign,

Here, in what ene informes called a “standard Lag-
tle," influential independent leaders and procinent
wemen students are inviled to suppasedly “grourd
floor' plansing sessions and to the openiayg rally of a
major candidate. i

In same cases they are confidentially tald that they
are pow members of what scipiclous people wewld
¢all “the machine."

Sald one source. “The thing thals really so sud
aboul it is that so many independent leaders are s
nalve abogt i The Machkine makes them think they
are really imporiast people on campus, and of
course they nre all oo ready 1o believe il. They are
sucied right In." - _

Sarority vetes are garnerad on an individual basis,
Wi Wne menfoerimp ol acime  draternintes
persuading their gicl friends and pin - mates 1o “alk
up™ the Machine candidate in Wheir house.

IN MACHINE featernities, the chapter president il
he i3 himsell rot a member of The Machine, is
direcied o read The Machize slate at chapter
meelings and at meal times 9 acquaint the mem-
bership of *'the one 1o vole for."”

Often this is in e form of saving thal the Mackine
candidate will be “good for the house,” or thal the
apposition candidate is anli - Greek, with ro actual
mention of The Machine. The situation again varles
from house 10 house

Although members of The Machine are sworn to
sbzolule secrecy, in - the - know campus paliticlans
wsually kave some iden of ils activities

Said a former mentber, 0 (Rever beukeq in-
formation myseld, but a ot of Ii' does leak. Scma
Machine members are always wheeling and dealing,
trving 1o build up prestige on the other side loc.
Veerd gels oup”

ay the member
§ moivey, The big
ming, elc. — go




