ﬂ

| ‘ Some will charge, we have no doubt,
Hn-Ll the rather full treatment given
e Machine in today's issue of the
rlmson - White 1s for purely expedient
| political reasons. |

We approached the business of The
|N.1cl*.tine warily, gingerly, checking
pnd double - checking facts, making
' Bure thalt what we publish is the truth.
W¢ ure certain — as certain as is
possible in an uncertain world — that
pur lacts are accurate.

f4ul, miore, we approached what had
| o be approached with a heavy heart,
' For we realized that in domj; what had
‘ o be done we would deeply hurt,
rhaps even mar the careers of cer-
tain of those we have exposed as being
members of a clandesting political
prder. Certain of those we Tfmsidw to
~be our [riends.

| We thoroughly believe more than one
[ those identified as members of The
‘ fachine detest The Machine and all

ls workings.

| fd he Machine is had for this campus.

Olviously, it steer's control of student

aclivibies into the hands of its mem-
hers, leaving those outside its ranks to
0 as hest they can agamst serious

ﬂmhuhmpa. The Machine is a source of

[m ¢h - talked - about student apathy,
in| Joe

('ollege sees positions of
leddrship going to the same clique
yehr after vear. It is a clear breach
al the democratic ethic,| secreting
- pnch of the working of student govern-
Cment, |
(Bt unnoticed are its ill effects on its
v mernbers. _

One could hardly blame a voung
politician, eager to find the way to the
tap. tor quickly accepting Machine
pprgbershin Macines members  find
doors opened, things taken care of, a
{I'I"" er ha-e  Bul, once The Machine
s It hooks into a person 1t is reluc-
Lapt to Jet go '
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| & The Machine

It has been pointed out thal the state
of politics in Alabama can in parl be

traced to The Machine, and its tradi-
tions of seeing-which-way-the-w ind
blows — politics. A tradition of how
best to skirt the issues, rather than
clearly lacing them. A tradition of fool-
ing the public until it is tco late. A
tradition of slaping backs and shaking
hands, rather than seeking the answers
to public questions.

We believe this to be true. And
however much enraged al such a con-
ducl of public affairs as members of
the public, we yet cannot help a notion
of pity for those trapped in such a
system.

We know there have been attempts
f[rom within the membership of The
Machine to bring it into the open. They
have not been successful.

Though not by its own volition, The
Machine 1s now 1n the open.

The Crimson - White hopes, sin-
cerely, that The Machine will no w
reform itself into an open political par-
ty. That it will take the opportunity to
lay aside its fondness for manipulation
and intrique and childish initiatiins
and secrecy and politics for polities’
sake, to join the Universitv community
as a responsible element of student
government.

The Machine will not dissolve after
now having met the light of public
notice. We are sure ol that. But what
direction will, it take? Burrowing
deeper into its own secreecy, or laving
aside the Game to take a needed place
as an open political partyv?

[l 1t would take the latter course. one
truth would be more evidently true:
That because a candiate is Machine -
backed, or an official pul into office by
Machine votes, does not mecessarily
mean that he would be, or is, a had
office-holder.




