Yes. There's A Machine
Dear Edilor:

In the next few weeks the students
of the Universily of Alabama are
soing 1o be faced wilh SGA elections,
which, if the past serves as any in-
diestion, will be nothing but a paro-
&v on democratic process,

Today, on the University campus,
eleclions to certain honoraries, in-
ciiding Druids and Jasons, are based
on nothing more than political agree-
menls made in the past. Many quali-
fied students have been passed over
In selection to these honoraries, mere-
ly because thoy committeed the un-
pardonable sin of not belonging o a
fralernity, or perhaps belonged to
e which wasn't “in with the
trowd.”

Lam a member of a fraternity on
ampys and a member of Druids, |
bt in my opinion, this situalion is
& flagrant an' example of “dirty
MO as may be found anywhere.
The fact that political life of this
tampus 15 run by a “machine” is
2 vy dlkept secrel. Many students
B0% of it and many others suspect
& eoslence. Yot vear aiter year
% protest is made of this fact. We,
"0 as college students supposedly
’EF?aem the intellectual and poliu-
& laders of the fulure, have al-
%ed ourselves to be led around
' "k,e !1“1115 with rings In our noses by
H]Eu?hé'ﬂ?fh}f of some 20-30 “little
. ‘Whﬂ have set themselves up

Masters of our political destiny.
] hiﬂhﬁfﬂ_ﬂ members of the facully
o tie Cd‘ﬁfbe the editorial policies
SEIec.‘ “Wrand lried o diclaie the
o t:“ of student leaders, = pro-,
} ‘e Ould be muade concerning this
w!-”ﬂ?i(_‘hmm[_ upon  student  liber-
? W couid be heard from
Cailfornia. However. evi-
e sludent  body -doesn't
aving Iits “politeal rights”™ en- |

upon by other students.

o
oally 1 can see no difference.
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remend
cism did not exst. If there was open
compeiilion among studenis in poil-
tical affairs and there was oppertu-
nity for studenls tp achueve success
on this campus regardless of frater-
nity affiliation or non-affiliztion, a
respect might be created by the stu-
dents for each other which does not
at present,

With the [forces of tfotalilarism
threatening our very existence, we
cannot afford to relax our vigil a-
ozinst those forces, at any level,
which are detrimental to the pro-
mulgation of political ireedom. The
students of this campus must rise
from their apathetic slumber and
must, by the supporting of capable,
independent leaders, destroy ihis
“machine’, which has such an evil,
stultifving effect upon the “growth”
of our students, Winston Churchill
said of England alter her desertion
of Czechoslovakia “we have been
weighed in the balance, and found
wanting.” .

The same thing could apply to the
U of A students.
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