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Presidential candidates receive threats

BY EMILIE KRAFT & EVAN WOODBERY
CrRiMsoN WHITE ETAFE

Studen! Government Association Presidentinl candidate Fabien Zinga
recelved d threatening phone call Joaded with racial slurs Iate Monday
night, and he believes the University’s underground fraternity-based orga-
nizalion known us “the Machine™ was behind the threat,

The anonymous caller used the word “nigger” several times, Zinga said,
and threatened to lynch him.

“T could tell by the voice on the phone that 1t was a white man,” said
Zinga, a senior In pre-med. “He mainly said a lot of curse words, but the
one thing that really caught my attention was when he said they were going
1o hang me up on a Lree”

The University Department of Public Safety is nvestipating, hut Zinga
said he believes the Machine is the culprit,

The Maching, a select coalition of traditionally white fraternity and
sorority members designed to influence campus politics, has a long histo-
v on the University campus,

In 1993, presidential hopeful Minda Riley was attacked, allegadly by &
member of the Machine, resulting in then-Yice President of Student Alfairs
Haurry Knopke's shutting down the 5GA,

Chris Strong, one of Zinga's opponents, received several phone calls
threatening physical harm three weeks prior to the start of campaigning.
Amanda Jarrell, Strong’s campaign manager, also said she was threatenad
by phone,

Strong said there is a possibility the Machine is involved, bul he does
not wanl W point a inger yet.

Jarrell said she thinks someone is willing o do anything they can to
eliminate the competition,

Strong said he did not report the calls placed o himsell and Jarrell
because he knew things such as that would happen when he decided to run
for office,

Vice President of Student Affairs Svbil Todd smd being threatened is
never easy, but Zinga reached out to the night resources.
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SGA presidential candidare Fabien Zinga stands by his vandalized campaign signs. Zinga also received a death threat late Manday might.

as any other report would be treat-

Strong said "Unfortunately. threars
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from the Congo.

University President Andrew
Sorensen condemned the threat, but
said talk of shutting down the SGA
Wis premature.

“It's tragic whenever anybody
has a1 threat made against them,”™ he
sand, T would wake the issucs seri-
ously and repard 1t with absolute
graviry and serousness.”

Zinga said he was putting out
campaipn signs Monday night. He
teturned (o his Mallel Assembly
rescim bl 11230 pome and 240 min-
ures later e received the call

Zingu University
police Tuesday afternoon. He said
he could net repont the incident ear-

contacted

her becavse ol his clagses:

LUADPS Lt Beth Tummer con
firmed that a “harassing communi-
ms” report had been filed, bt
she could not comment on the
detasls of the investigation.

Harassing communications 1s
delmed under Alabama law as com
munication “likely to harass or
cavse alarm” The crimes a misde
mesnor
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e are obviously aware of the
Past history, but this will be treated

ed,” Turner said

Zinga met with Todd and Office
of  Stoedemt  Life  Progrum
Coordinator Carl Bacon to discuss
his safety

Zinga said the administration
wis very helpful, and he felt they
werg domng everythimg in their
power 10 keep him sale

In addition 1w the threatening
call, 14 of the 16 signs Zinga and
his supporners pul Oul On CHMpUS
have been enher desroyed or van-
dalized,

All three of Zinga's opponents
satel the incident was unfortunate

"l thought thar when the SGA
dishanded WS
that ail this would come o an eml,"”

was \'I;'!\r'n:;l'.'ll HELTH ]

are: just one of the political parts of
ruinng for office on this campus.”

Strong said he hopes the culprits
do not push the matter 50 far that
the administration is forced to abol-
ish the SGA again

"We've all agreed thar we need
to be above this sort of thing,"” said
Matt Taylor, who has been labeled
the Machine's candidate by many
studcms.

Tavlor said he did not seek the
Machine’s endorsement. but does
not rule out the possibilicy thar it
ray have been mvolved,

“T don’t think Matt lumself had
anything 1o do with iL" Zinga said
“l think his supporters had every-
thing to do with L™



